
You are God’s work of Art 
 

 
The drawing is inspired by a carving at Chartres Cathedral in France. It shows God 
forming the first human being from clay as described in the book of Genesis. 
 
If you look closely you can see that the face of Adam seems to be the same as that of 
God the Creator though without a beard. It recalls the line in Genesis where God says 
‘let us make man in our own image’.  
 
Genesis stresses that he created male and female – all share in being made in God’s 
image 
 
Notice the first human being is smiling – we are made to be happy. 
 
It may be stretching it to say that God and the first human being could have been taken 
for twins but it is important to remember that in some deep way God has made us to be 
like himself. It is not really our outward appearance that matters but more the kind of 
people we are. There is something of the divine in each one of us and the qualities that 
help make us who we are reflect something about God. 
 

The mason who carved this sculpture in the Middle Ages worked the stone so that God 
clearly looks like Jesus.  
 
This is understandable; we believe that Jesus is God. But there is a deeper insight. 
The first human being is made in the image of Jesus – God who became a human 
being.  

 
Though born in time amidst the generations of all humanity it is Jesus who is the prototype model for all human beings. 
We are made to be like Jesus.  
 
A verse from a hymn by the Benedictine Sisters of Stanbrook Abbey runs, 
 

In his own image God created man, 
And when from dust he fashioned Adam’s face, 

The likeness of his only Son was formed: 
His Word incarnate, filled with truth and grace. 

 
 
Saint Paul describes us as God’s work of art in this Sunday’s second reading. We know that  
this is not about how good looking we may be in the eyes of the world. It is that inner 
beauty which God sees. It is that beauty which makes us like God’s only Son.  

 
The trouble is our sin spoils the picture.  
 
But God has a department of restoration for works of art. 
 

When we are baptised we are anointed with chrism so that we 
may be like Christ, the anointed one of God. We see this 
particularly in our calling to be like Jesus sharing in his great work as Priest,  
Prophet and King.  
 

God created us to be like Jesus Christ and through our Baptism he renews and restores this image and calls 
us to live as he did. 
 

As time goes by this work of art deteriorates again because we keep messing up. In Lent we turn back to God 
asking him to carry out restoration work on us. The Sacrament of Reconciliation when we are able to revives 
the inner beauty that God has given us. 
 

As God’s work of art we are not to be locked away in a museum storeroom. A piece of art can move others to tears; it can 
inspire them and give them a fresh outlook on the world. We are called to show the world what is possible in any ordinary 
life and we do this by being who we truly are.  
 

 


